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hundred yards by a place called Mozzello, upon which is a small advanced work. The harbour of Calvi may be blocked by frigates and gunboats whilst the fleet and army are employed in the reduction of the other places. This will probably subject the garrison to such inconvenience as to render it not very willing, perhaps incapable, of much resistance.
" The French and the few Corsicans in their interest are confined to the posts I have mentioned by the inhabitants attached to General Paoli, who call themselves 'patriots/ and give to the others the name of ' Jacobins/ Paoli's men are armed in general with fowling-pieces, and turn out voluntarily with their provisions on their back and serve without pay. When their provisions are expended they return home, but are succeeded by others in the like manner. Thus though the individuals fluctuate a body of men is constantly kept up, sufficient to stop the communication of the enemy by land. General Paoli can command at any time for a particular service a considerable body of Corsicans, but he thinks that 2000 will be sufficient to embody as a permanent corps to act with the army. To enable him to do this he requires ^"4000 immediately, 100 barrels of powder, with a proportion of lead and flints, and if possible 1000 stands of arms. He will endeavour to provide provisions himself, and only wishes that when his people are detached with the British they may occasionally receive rations.
" The Corsicans seem to be in general a stout, hardy, and warlike people, excellent marksmen, and well adapted to the country they have to act in. They will be particularly useful in possessing heights, and by surrounding our posts prevent the possibility of surprise. The chief productions of the island are oil, wine, and chestnuts; neither straw or forage in any quantities can be supplied for the cavalry. General Paoli wishes that the Regiment of Dragoons may be landed at St. Fiorenzo, and, though the country is but little calculated for the movements of cavalry, a few he thinks will be useful to prevent communication, &c. There and may require a more serious attack; it is, however, commanded within a few
